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ON THE GESTATION OF THE BADGER. 
By ALFrRep HENEAGE Cocks, M.A. 


THE vexed question of the gestation of Meles meles was, I 


quite thought until this spring, fairly settled by the note of Mr. 
_E. G. Meade- Waldo in ‘ The Zoologist’ for 1894; but now 


however, I will relate my recent experiences. 

On March 2nd, 1902, a female Badger was brought to me, 
together with its pair of cubs, which I judged to be about twenty 
days old, just dug out in one of the neighbouring woods, the 
owner of which, sad to say, does all he can to exterminate the 
species. In hopes of saving their lives, I purchased the three ; 
but, as was to be expected, the mother killed the cubs es the 
ensuing night. 

Their principal measurements (in inches) are appended, so 
that anyone may, from his individual experience, form his own 
opinion as to their age :— 


THE MALE. THE FEMALE. 

, entral line of head from nose to 
and body ry poll white, gradually blending 
Tail 13 15 into the grey of back. The usual 
black stripes through eyes only 
grizzled, or (if the term is ad- 
Total length missible) faint black. Under 
Elbow to toe, includ- side devoid of hair, including 
ing nail, 1Z ; hind- inner sides of legs. Upper side 
foot, including nail, light grey, only very slightly 

8 — of fore darker on outer sides of legs. 
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On different days during May of that year another pair of 
cubs was brought me from the same wood, born probably much 
about the same time as the previous pair, and therefore then 
somewhere about three months old. These I also tookto. The 
young female died from injury received in trapping, but the 
young male, sharing a cage with the old female, gradually grew 
into a fine animal. | 

Early on the morning of March 21st, 1903, young were born, 
oddly enough only a day after I had (unsuspectingly) moved the 
pair into more roomy quarters. Either therefore pairing had 
taken place before the female was captured on March 2nd, 1902 
—at latest when her young of that year were only about three 
weeks old, which means a gestation of at least three weeks over 
a twelvemonth—or else the male born in 1902 arrived at puberty 
soon enough to become the father of a family by the time he was 
a year (and possibly a week or two extra) old. Bearing Mr. 
Meade-Waldo’s experience in mind, and ignoring all previous 
records, I was inclined to the latter alternative. 

In the latter part of April I paid a visit to Mr. G. W. Duff- 
Assheton-Smith, at Vavnol Park, Carnarvonshire, and, on com- 
paring notes concerning our respective ‘‘ menageries,” he told 
me that he had likewise bred a litter of Badgers early in March 
this year. He had been very careful not to disturb them, but 
on one occasion three young were seen. The old female had 
been captured “about twelve months” (though he had un- 
fortunately no note of exact date), and the only companion she 
had since had during any part of the time was another female. 
Though it would be more satisfactory if we had, chapter and 
verse, the precise date of her capture, and of the birth of the 
- cubs, yet it makes no difference as to the main fact, for of course 
*‘ about twelve months” cannot be explained away into anything 
corresponding to the four and a half months (oppoonienste) of 
Mr. Meade-Waldo’s experience. 

On April 25th we had a thorough investigation, and found 
only one cub, the other two having mysteriously disappeared. 
On my return home late on the 27th, my animal-keeper reported 
that something had that day (or during the previous night) gone 
wrong with my Badger family; that he had found one of the 
cubs very cold and weak, which he had fed with milk and replaced, 
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but that I had better see to them in the morning. On doing 
so one cub was found dead, and the other one stone-cold and 
evidently deserted. When a suckling animal once gets stone- 
cold it is generally past all aid, and, in spite of my best endea- 
vours, the luckless youngster died early in the ensuing night. 
As it was quite plump and heavy, the mother’s desertion must 
have been a sudden inspiration, and not the result of a gradual 
failure of her milk. | 

It may have been merely a coincidence having no bearing 
whatever on the question of gestation, but it struck me that the 
fact of these two Badgers deserting (and in the one case eating) 
their offspring when some few weeks old was a point of import- 
ance in investigating their domestic economy. 

My Badger had been a most assiduous mother—in fact, the 
most so that I ever met with, for she never left the box in which 
the young were born by night or day, and we had even to put her 
food into the box, for if placed even immediately outside it 
remained untouched. The motive must have been a very power- 
ful one which suddenly induced her to act in a precisely con- 
trary manner. 

The only likely explanation that occurs to one is that the 
Badgers came in season about five weeks after the birth of the 
cubs, and, no male being able to get to them (I had shut away 
the male immediately on the birth of the cubs), their excitement 
and distress became so great as to cause them to forget the 
youngsters, which until then had been the subject of their 
tenderest svlicitude. 

On the other hand, my male Badger was observed trying to 
pair on the evenings of July 24th and Aug. 19th last ; and the 
pair were heard growling in a quite unusual manner on the 


evening of the 31st of that month, and grunting and squeaking 
on that of Sept. 7th. ; 


2m 2 


‘ 


444 THE ZOOLOGIST. 


NOTES ON OXFORDSHIRE ORNITHOLOGY. 
By THE LATE CHARLES E.. Stusss, HENLEY-oN- THAMES. 
Epitep sy O. V. Aptin, F.L.S. 


CHartEs E. Stusss, of Henley-on-Thames, who died in 
1872, at the age of (about) seventy-seven, formed an extensive 
collection of the eggs of British Birds. His carefully prepared 
‘‘ Egg Book”’ is now in the possession of Mr. Heatley Noble, to 
whom I am indebted for the loan of it, and permission to publish 
some extracts from it relating to the birds of Oxfordshire. This 
very interesting volume is not merely a catalogue of Mr. Stubbs’s 
eggs, but is rather a sketch of the history of the different species 
of birds, the eggs of which were represented in this (at that date) 
very complete collection. Under the heading of each species 
especial reference is made to the status of the bird in the neigh- 
bourhood of Henley. From internal evidence the ‘‘ Egg Book”’ 
proper appears to have been completed in the year 1867; but at 
the end of the volume Mr. Stubbs wrote ‘‘ A slight Sketch of the 
Ornithology of Henley-on-Thames,” and this seems to have been 
written just subsequently to the winter of 1867-8. In the . 
extracts from the MS., which I-here reproduce, I have brought 
together under the heading of the respective species the informa- 
tion contained in the ‘‘ Sketch,”” and in the Catalogue so far as 
it relates to Oxfordshire birds. 

This information is especially Rooieiiis from the facts that 
it shows the status during the earlier part of the nineteenth 
century of some birds which have decreased or increased since 
‘that period, and that it relates to a part of the county scarcely 
touched upon (and that merely in reference to a few rare visitors) 
by the Messrs. Andrew and Henry Matthews in their “‘ Account 
of the Birds of Oxfordshire and its Neighbourhood,” published - 
in ‘ The Zoologist’’ for 1849 and 1850. Mr. Stubbs was evidently 
an excellent field ornithologist of the old-fashioned sort. He 
was a frequent contributor to the pages of ‘ The Zoologist’ in 


o 
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the sixties, and there is evidence in his “Egg Book” that he 
was in communication with some of the best ornithologists of 
his day. 


Such annotations as I have thought advisable to make are in- 
cluded i in square brackets. 


Eaaue (Haliaétus albicilla).—Many years back 
one was taken alive in a fir-plantation at Fawley Court. [A small 
part of the park at Fawley Court is in Oxfordshire.] 

Hossy (Falco subbuteo).—Frequently shot. In a few cases I 
have had the eggs. The last eggs I had were the 20th May, 
1862, viz. four taken at Kidmore End [five miles north of Pang- 
bourne]. The female was shot from the nest. The top slender 
branches of a tree is a favourite situation for the nest. [May 
20th is an unusually early date for a full clutch of Hobby’s eggs, 
and four is an unusually large clutch in this country, three being 
@ more usual number. But in this case there can be no doubt 
about the identity of the eggs. The Hobby still breeds, or tries 
to breed, annually in Oxfordshire, or just over the borders. This 
year (1903) the female of a pair was trapped a few miles south of 
Oxford on June 9th; and another female was shot about two miles 
over our Warwickshire borders on Aug. 15th. In this case, I 
believe, the young had been reared.] | 

Merun (F. esalon).—Has been shot on several occasions, 
generally in the winter. The eggs have been taken twice. In 
one case the nest was on the ground in a large field at Bolney. 
The second was at Skirmett [on the hills in Bucks], when a pair 
of eggs was taken in the first week in May, 1864. Eggs from 
both nests are in my collection. [I hardly know what to make 
of this note. It is an almost unheard of thing for Merlins to 
breed in the southern midlands.* But Stubbs was such a good 
naturalist that it is impossible to entirely discredit the record. 


* Mr. W. L. Mellersh, however, writing of the Forest of Dean, says :— 
‘¢ The Merlin, on the other hand, which was formerly a resident, has in recent 
years been shot in June amongst gorse on the open ground. This suggests 
that the bird may still nest on some of the open tracts within or just outside 
the forest, but no nest has been found ” (‘ A Treatise on the Birds of Gloucester- 
shire,’ p. 87). And Mr. (now Dr.) R. B. Sharpe informed Clark Kennedy 
that he had received the eggs from Woburn, a village about two miles to the 

~ north-east of Cookham (‘ Birds of Berkshire and Buckinghamshire,’ p. 103). 


= 


| 


446 THE ZOOLOGIST. 


And, moreover, I never heard of the Kestrel breeding on the 

ground—in low-lying ground ; but it is noteworthy that Stubbs 

makes no mention in his “ Sketch” of the Merlin breeding. | 

| GosHawk (Astur palumbarius).—Some years back a very fine 
female was shot at Stonor Park. I saw it in the flesh. [The 

only occurrence of the Goshawk in Oxon known to me.| 

Kite (Milvus regalis)—I never saw one on the wing. “An 
old countryman, about eighty, tells me that he remembers when 
the Kite used to breed between the forks of a large elm tree in 
Harpsden Bottom, and that he has had the eggs. This is the 
last in our locality that I can hear of.” [As I have previously 
remarked (vide ‘ Birds of Oxfordshire,’ p. 30), in the extreme 
south of the county the Kite apparently became rare at an 
earlier date than in mid-Oxon, where it seems to have lingered 
until 1840 or 1850. 

Buzzarv (Buteo vulgaris). — Occasionally shot, mostly in 
winter. The Rev. — Hull, then of Badgemore, told me (at the 
time) that in the summer of 1858 he plainly saw one fly up out 
of a large field. I never heard of a local nest. 

RouGH-LEGGED Buzzarp (B. lagopus).—Has been shot a few 
times in the neighbourhood. 

Honey-Buzzarp WPernie apivorus) —Has been shot on a few 
occasions. 


HeEen-Harrier (Circus cyaneus).— I have seen one or two in 
the flesh, shot here. 

LONG-EARED Ow. (Asio otus).—I know two or three localities 
where it breeds regularly. It nests early in March; usually uses 
old nests of the Crow or Magpie. One nest was in a Squirrel’s 
‘“‘drey.” (In West Oxon it breeds regularly ; in March.] 

SHORT-EARED (A. accipitrinus). —A not uncommon 

winter migrant. 
Barn-Owt (Strix flammea). — Common. Breeds in “ barns, 
churches, ruins, old buildings, hollow trees, outhouses, clefts in 
chalk quarries, pigeon-cots, and up under roots of trees over- 
hanging chalk-pits.”’ [Less common now, I believe, all over the 
county, but at the time of writing I can still hear its weird cry 
almost any night from this house.] 

Woopcuat-Surike (Lanius rufus).— Mr. Sarney, of Lam- 
bridge, once shot one here, which Harbor, of Reading, preserved. 
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(This is the only authenticated instance of the occurrence of the 
Woodchat in Oxon known to me.] 

Rine-Ovuzen (Turdus torquatus):—Some few are seen every 
season about the borders of Turville Park. Has been shot at 
Swyncombe, Ibstone, and North End. |The two latter localities 
are on the Chiltern Hills, just on and over our boundary, in 
Bucks.] 

GOLDEN ORI0LeE (Oriolus galbula).—Once shot here. 

Repstart (Ruticilla phoenicurus).—Occurs but sparingly, by 
no means common. [It has become more common in recent 
years, and is numerous in North Oxon. ] 

Stonecuat (Pratincola rubicola).—By no means uncommon 
here on our large scrubs and commons. Nests towards the latter 
end of March. The local name is “ Black Top.” 

Wuincuat (P. rubetra). — Much more common than the 
Stonechat. 

WueEatear (Sazicola cnanthe).—The rarest of the three. I 
believe it never breeds. Occasionally found “ during the autumn 
and winter months.” I had one, shot at Harpsden in November. 
[I believe some breed on the Chilterns not far from Henley.] | 

GRASSHOPPER- W ARBLER nevia).—Not rare; I have 
eggs almost every season. 

[DartFrorp WaRBLER.—Stubbs had searched for this in vain.} 

Woop-Wren (Phylloscopus sibilatriz).—N ot rare in our beech 
woods and oak copses. 

BEARDED TirmovuseE (Panurus biarmicus).—Has occurred on 
two or three occasions in some of our larger reed-beds. One or 
two have been obtained in the neighbourhood. ['lhree years ago 
a pair of Bearded Reedlings, through the kind intervention of 
Mr. W. L. Mellersh, came into my possession, with the following 
history :—About the year 1870 a man living either in, or close 
to, Oxford was in the habit of sending birds in the flesh to a bird- 
stuffer at Cheltenham (now dead, but whose son carries on the 
business) to be preserved, and afterwards of selling them; he 
sent, among other things, a number of Kingfishers. About this 
date he sent a pair of Bearded Reedlings, and the birdstuffer 
knowing their rarity, bought them himself, and sold them to a 


private collector in Cheltenham, in whose collection Mr. Mellersh 


saw them. Mr. Mellersh then, some time previous to his 
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obtaining them for me, learnt their history. At the death of 
the owner of the collection it passed to a relative at Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, who kindly presented the Reedlings to me through 
Mr. Mellersh, in order that these interesting Oxfordshire ex- 
amples might again find a place in their native county.] 

Waxwine (Ampelis garrulus).—Occasionally obtained. I have 
a pair which were shot in the Marlow Road, near the spring 
opposite Fawley Court House. (Just in Oxon.] 

Woop-Lark (Alauda arborea).—Occurs in small numbers, 
and I have frequently had their eggs. They nest early, in the 
beginning of March. ‘They keep in small families of seven or 
eight in winter. [The Messrs. Matthews’ observations, relating 
to the wooded Chilterns a few miles to the north, agree with 
these remarks (vide Zool. pp. 2597 and 2736). ] 

Snow-Bunrine (Plectrophanes nivalis).— Visits our neigh- 
bourhood in hard winters, and I have seen several that have been 
shot here. They have always been in the tawny state of plumage. 
Our country boys know them as Snow Flecks. ‘“‘ The more 
severe the frost, the more Snow-Buntings ” (‘‘ Sketch”). 

Crru-Buntine (Emberiza cirlus). Ihave frequently met with 
it in our immediate neighbourhood, and in two or three instances 
with the nest and eggs. ‘The last I had was from Norman, the 
keeper at Henley Park, who shot the hen from the nest, and 
brought it to me. 


TREE-SparRow (Passer montanus).—F requent. Breeds mostly 
in old pollard-willows. os. 

HawrFincu (Coccothraustes vulgaris).— Breeds yearly at Hen- 
ley Park, Bix, Shiplake Bottom, Harpsden Court, Holmewoods, 
Peppard, and Upper Assendon. Have had eggs from all these 
localities. [In the ‘Birds of Oxfordshire,’ p. 92, I indicated 
*‘ the thicker portions of the Chiltern woods, where the hornbeam 
(the seeds of which are a favourite food of this bird) is a native, 
.-.. as likely to harbour the Hawfinch in some plenty.”’] 

CrossBILL (Loxia curvirostra). — Hewer told me he once had 
the nest and eggsfrom Swyncombe. [Hewer was the birdstuffer 
at Henley, who had the Oxfordshire Honey-Buzzards’ eggs men-- 
tioned in the ‘ Ootheca Wolleyana,’ one of which is figured by 
Hewitson in the third edition of ‘Eggs of British Birds,’ 1856, 

It is rather strange that Stubbs does not mention these eggs.] 
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RAveEN (Corvus corax).—Extinct. ‘‘ My dear old friend (Mr. 
Hickman) used to tell me he remembered them breeding [in a 
large oak] in Crowsley Park, many years ago.” 

SpotteED Wooppecker (Dendrocopus major).— Young ones 
were taken from an apple tree at Nettlebed. I saw young in 
Lambridge Wood for two seasons running. 

Wryneck (Iynx torquilla)—Common. Local name, ‘‘ May 
Wit.” [I have not met with the name-elsewhere. I doubt if 
the Wryneck can be called common in any part of the county at 
the present time. In the north it is quite uncommon. |] 

Hoopor (Upupa epops).— One was shot at Widmore Pond, 
near Henley, four years ago. I am told that one was shot 
at Grays Court many years ago. 

: RouuerR (Coracias garrulus).—‘‘ Has been shot once here, in 

the neighbourhood of Greys Court.” [In the Egg Catalogue, 
Stubbs said he never knew of its occurrence in the neighbour- 
hood, but the ‘‘ Sketch”’ was written subsequently, just after the 
winter of 1867-8.] 

Sanp-Martin (Cotile riparia). — The earliest of the three 
species of Swallow; ‘‘ generally reaches us the third or the last 
week in March.” [In the north of the county it does not arrive 
until later. ] 

Stocx-Dove (Columba enas).—I have only met with it in 
winter, in flocks. But I had a pair of eggs brought to me from 
a rabbit-burrow at Medmenham. [This place isin Berks. The 
rarity of the Stock-Dove as a breeding species at that date is 
noteworthy. The Messrs. Matthews wrote that its nest had 
sometimes been found. Mr. Goatley informed them that it was 
resident, and bred in holes in trees in Heythrop Park. It is 
nowadays a common breeding species.] 

Rock-Dove (C. livia).—‘‘ Rockier.” Is occasionally shot in 
the winter months. | 

RED-LEGGED PaRTRIDGE (Caccabis rufa).—Not at all common. 
Nest of eggs taken in May, 1867, at Bottom House Farm. [In 
the “Sketch” he says], I generally see five or six in a season at 
the poulterer’s. [Has increased very much since that time, and 
is now common all over the county.] 

Quai (Coturnix communis).—Now much rarer about here 
than it used to be formerly. | 
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Strong Cur ew (Cidicnemus crepitans).—A favourite of mine. 
I like to hear his shrill nocturnal whistles. A common summer 
visitor around here, and in an evening ramble their shrill cry 
may often be heard. They keep to the large upland fields 
during the day, and in the evening come down to the water 
meadows and fallows to feed. I have been told by old farm 
labourers that when going to the fields in the early morning they 
have .seen them sitting on the gates as if roosting [a most 
remarkable fact]. It flies in flocks, and when on the wing is 
very vociferous, doubtless to keep the stragglers together. It 
comes in the beginning of April, and leaves in August or 
September. I have had eggs taken on May 23rd, 1860, near the 
Round House at Fawley [Bucks], in a large stony field, and 
since then I have had them more than once. They are very 
difficult to find. Breeds in the large stony fields about Bix. 
[They still breed on the stony fields on the Chilterns.] 

GoLDEN Piover (Charadrius pluvialis).— A great many in 
some seasons, mostly in winter. I have occasionally seen very 
_ young ones. | 

DotTrerREL (Endromias morinellus).— Has been shot two or 
three times, but of late years become very rare. 

Heron (Ardea cinerea).—Some few remain occasionally to 
breed in one or the other of our woods, but not in sufficient 
numbers to be called a heronry. I have known nests at Ship- 
lake, Bolny, Harpsden Moor, and in Oaken Grove. The nearest 
heronry is at Harleyford, below New Lock [Bucks]. It is on 
the increase and strictly preserved. In 1866 there were over 
forty nests. 

PurPLeE HERoN (A. purpurea).—One shot many years ago 
near Reading. Harbor stuffed it. [I cannot trace this speci- 
men. | | 
Heron (Nycticorax griseus).— In 1849 as many as 
three were obtained in the neighbourhood of Oxford. [I cannot 
find out anything more about these examples.] 

RepsHANK (Totanus calidris).— Has been shot on a few 
occasions, ¢. g. in large ditches at Bolny and Shiplake. 

BLACK-WINGED (Himantopus candidus). — One shot 
many years ago at Shiplake; was preserved by Hewer. It 
passed into the hands of Mr. Sotham, and from him went to 
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Oxford, where it was lost sight of. [This is evidently the speci- 
men stated by Messrs. Matthews to have been for some time in 
the possession of Mr. Kirtland, who obtained it soon after its 
capture, ‘‘ but is at present in the collection of the Rev. H. 
Roundell”’ (of Fringford), (Zool. 1849, p. 2602). I should be glad 
to know what became of this collection, which contained many 
Oxfordshire rarities. | 

Snipe (Gallinago celestis).—I think they may breed here. A 
nest and eggs were taken at Sonning many years ago, and I had 
some of theeggs. Put up a pair “not long ago—May, 1867—on 
the edge of a piece of water near Shiplake Station.” 

Corn-CRAKE (Crex pratensis).—A very common visitor. Dur- 
ing summer its harsh cry may be heard from almost every field. 
It delights most in moist grass fields on the banks of the 
Thames. Several may be heard calling against each other. It 
comes the last week in April or first in May, and departs, as a 
rule, late in September; but I have seen them late in November. 
Breeds in grass meadows and clover-fields. Many nests are 


mown out during the hay harvest, ‘‘ when I can always get num- 


bers of their eggs, sometimes three or four nests in a field. They 
will sometimes lay in the withy eyots.” [I can remember when 
the Corn-Crake was nearly as common in the north of the 
county. When I was a boy, as far as I can remember, pretty 
well every field shut up for grass had its Corn-Crake, and one 
always heard of nests mown out when the grass was cut. The cry 
of this bird was as familiar a summer sound as that of the 
Cuckoo. I have heard the Corn-Crake calling in Christ Church 
meadow, and once when sleeping in Wellington Square, Oxford, 
in May, 1880, I could hear the cry as I lay in bed. Gilbert 


White noticed the abundance of the Corn-Crake at Oxford. He | 


writes: Landrails used to abound formerly, I remember,:. . . 
in the meadows near Paradise Gardens at Oxford, when I have 
often heard them cry crex, crex.” Now, for some unexplained 
reason,* the Corn-Crake has become very rare here in summer, 


* It is possible that the late dry summers may have had something to do 
with the scarcity of the Corn-Crake. The late Mr. Cordeaux stated that in 
the parish of Great Cotes and the adjoining parishes—a district particularly 
adapted to their habits—Corn-Crakes were comparatively rare until about 
1861. In 1864 they became suddenly tolerably plentiful, and for the next 
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and I have heard and read that the same thing has happened in 
many parts of the country. In some summers lately I have 
heard none at all here, but I heard one this year near Banbury, 
in a small field of hay-grass, and another near Bampton; and my 
brother in Northamptonshire, about twelve miles from here, 
heard one there, the first he has heard since he went there to live 
in 1895. Possibly the tide may have turned. The last summer 
that we had any number of Corn-Crakes was 1885, when I 
heard three calling at the same time. Some people think that 
the use of mowing machines has caused the Corn-Crakes to 
desert us, or exterminated the race which came here to breed. 
But I cannot understand in what way the machines could have 
affected them, as I never heard of Corn-Crakes being cut to 
pieces by them, and plenty of nests were mown out in the days 
of the scythe. At all events, if Corn-Crakes came back to us, 
they would find ample breeding accommodation ; for the custom 
of the farmers selling hay has assumed the last two or three 
years such enormous proportions that I should think the acreage 
of grass-land shut up for mowing is at least double what it used 
to be five and twenty years ago; and so much of this, from want 
of sufficient labour, stands until so late in the season, that the 
Corn-Crakes would in many fields be able to hatch off their 
young long before the rattle of the machine sounded the. notice 
of ejectment. We still see, in some years, a good many passing 
migrants in September. Probably these birds have been bred in 
Ireland or Wales, where they still abound.| 

Coot (Fulica atra).—Breeds at Bolny and Lashbrook, &c. 

GREY-LAG GoosE (Anser ferus), BEAN-GoosE (A. segetum), 
WHIYE-FRONTED Goose (A. albifrons).—All these have been shot 
a few times; the first is the least common. The White-fronted 
Goose has occurred here repeatedly in winter. : 

BERNICLE GoosE (Bernicla leucopsis).—Has been shot here a 
few times in winter. 


Brent Goose (B. brenta). — Has condivel a few times. I 


three years they gradually increased, until in 1867 very + @natieneite numbers 
were located in the district. He adds:—‘‘ Curiously enough, however, since 
this period it appears to have entirely left the neighbourhood, as during the 
dry seasons of 1868-70, and now in 1871, ! have never heard its call.”— 
(‘ Birds of the Humber District,’ pp. aes, 148.) 
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have often heard old country folks talk of them as Black 
Geese. 

WHOOPER Swan (Cygnus musicus).—Visits us in severe win- 
ters, and sometimes in considerable numbers, but they never 
remain long, as the gunners scare them away. 

Common Scorer (Gidemia nigra), VELVET Scorer (CZ. fusca). 
Have occurred several times. About twelve years ago six of the 
latter were shot in one week. ‘The last was shot not long ago. 

GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser).—Two or three have been 
procured. | 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (M. serrator).— One was found 
floating dead on the river. [This species is, I think, less com- 
mon inland than either the Goosander or the Smew.]} 

RED-NECKED GREBE (Podicipes rubricollis). — Met with on a 
few occasions on the river in winter. I had one, shot at Green- 
lands [Berks], some vears ago. 3 

ReED-THROATED Diver (Colymbus septentrionalis).—Scarcely a 
winter passes without one or more being shot on our reach. 
With us they are known as Speckled Loons. 

LittLe Auk (Mergulus alle). — One was caught at the end of 
December, 1866, in a small wood at Peppard Common. It used 
to feed in the early mornings on a large horsepond. An old 
shepherd saw it every morning for a week or more, flying to and 
from the pond.and wood. Eventually he caught it, half-starved, 
with his hands. ‘The weather was very severe, ‘The winter of 
1866-7 was long and severe. [Part of this sounds suspiciously 
like a ‘‘ tale ’”’ of the old shepherd’s. | 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo).—I have known hen shot, 


at Bolny, Shiplake, Magpie Eyot, Medmenham, and aariow, | in 
the winter. [The last two in Bucks.] 


Tern (Hydrochelidon nigra).—Three or four instances 


of its occurrence. [If a careful watch was kept this bird would 
probably prove to be an annual visitor to the Thames in this 
county. On June 29th this year (1903) 1 happened to vivit 
Bampton, and walked down to the river. There I saw an adult 
Black Tern hawking up and down over the river. I watched it 
for half an hour, and left it there. This was many miles above 
Henley, just below where the Isis first touches Oxfordshire.] 


454 THE ZOOLOGIST. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 


MAMMALIA. 


Hairless Specimens of the Common Rat.—At the scientific meeting 
of the Zoological Society of London at Hanover Square, on Dec. Ist, 
Mr. F. E. Beddard exhibited, on my behalf, a hairless specimen of the 
Common Rat (Mus decumanus), which had been captured at Leyton, 
Essex. ‘Two other exactly similar individuals had been caught, and 
others, in the same condition of nakedness, had been observed at the 
same place. The skin was of a slate-colour, and wrinkled into folds 
all over the body. No cause was assigned for the peculiar condition of 
the animal, some of the members present being of opinion that it was 
congenital, and others that it was pathological.—G. A. Dousiepay. 


AVES. 


Ring-Ouzel near London.—On Oct. 10th last, Mr. R. M. Presland, 
Sen., of Hackney, shot a male 7'urdus torquatus and three Grey Wag- 
tails at the Sewage Farm, Walthamstow. The lateness of the stay of 
the Ring-Ouzel and the close proximity to London are worthy of 
notice. The same gentleman a few weeks previously, at the same 
place, obtained what is believed to be a specimen of the Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper. — W. Perciva, Westext (5, Glenferrie Road, St. Albans, 
Herts). 


[On Oct. 22nd, 1850, a Ring-Ouzel was shot so close to London as 
Peckham (‘ Naturalist,’ vol. ii. p. 835).—Ep.] 


Ruticilla titys, Scop. — Although the Black Redstart may be no 
great rarity in some parts of our south-western counties, it certainly is 
a rarity in this district. It seems therefore worth while recording an 
occurrence of a pair here in October last. I had an opportunity of 
watching this pair for the best part of half an hour; they were in the 
churchyard, flitting round and perching on the tombstones and church 
roof. The editor of Yarrell’s ‘ British Birds’ (fourth edition), 1871-74, 
vol. i. p. 884, in a footnote, observes that ‘‘ Dorset is the chief excep- 
tion ’’ to its being a regular winter visitant to most of the south- 
western counties, ‘‘only one example being recorded thence.” This, 


‘ 
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however, is a mistake, as several other occurrences had been noted by 
the time and before that note was published (see ‘ Birds of Dorset,’ by 
J.C. Mansel-Pleydell, p. 25). In this district of Dorsetshire, however, 
where I have lived and noted its birds, with a few exceptional intervals, 
during the last sixty years, the present occurrence of the Black Red- 
start is the third only that I have recorded. The two other records 


were Sept. 1st, 1882, and Aug. 27th, 1898.——- O. Pickarp-CamBripcEe 
(Bloxworth, Dorset). 


British Examples of the White-spotted Bluethroat.— With refer- 
ence to Mr. Nicoll’s note on the above (ante, p. 481), may I point out 
that the fact of the Yorkshire bird having occurred early in April seems 
to indicate that it was most likely to have been one of the White-spotted 
type? The late Herr Gitke, who had scores of Bluethroats brought 
to him (on one occasion sixty in a day), wrote, in his ‘ Birds of Heligo- 
land’ (p. 269) :—‘‘ The more southern breeding stations of the White- 
spotted species become habitable at a very early period of the year, and 
accordingly the few individuals which ever reach this island arrive as 
early as the end of March, or during the first days of April; at that 
time winter still completely reigns in the nesting area of the northern 
species, and does not yield to milder weather until three or four weeks 
later. Accordingly, the spring migration of this latter species does not 
take place until May.” Of course, after the lapse of more than twenty- 
seven years, I cannot remember all the details of the colouring of the 
Yorkshire bird, but my notes were sent to this Journal very soon after 
I saw it, and it was probably an adult female assuming the plumage of 
the male. What became of it I do not know.—Juuian G. Tuck (Tos- 
tock Rectory, Bury St. Edmunds). | 


Fire-crested Wren (Regulus ignicapillus) in Lancashire. — A fine 
male specimen of this bird was brought to me for preservation on Oct. 
15th by a Mr. Wyche, engineer at the Cheshire Lines Department, 
Warrington, who found it on the railway near Southport. It had flown 
into the telegraph wires and fractured its wing and neck, causing death. 
Iam told that it is more than fifty years since a specimen of this bird 
was recorded in Lancashire, the last being taken in the Manchester 
district.--J. Couuins, Jun. (47, Pinness Brow, Warrington). 


Late Appearance of House-Martins at Eastbourne. — I noticed 
several House-Martins (Chelidon urbica) in this neighbourhood on Nov. 
26th, flying round their old nests, though for some time previously I 
had not seen a single bird. I see that this is also the case on our 
eastern coast. Is not this a late reappearance of the birds, which are 
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expected to have left our shores more than a month ago ?—D. A. Ban- 
NERMAN (1, Lansdowne Terrace, Grand Parade, Kastbourne). 


Waxwings (Ampelis garrulus) in Co. Antrim.—On Nov. 24th I had 
the pleasure of seeing, at the establishment of the Messrs. Sheals, the 
taxidermists here, a pair of male Waxwings that had been shot about 
a fortnight previously at Toomebridge, Co, Antrim, and sent to them for 
preservation ; these birds were in splendid plumage, the wax-like appen- 
dages being very bright and conspicuous. Messrs. Sheals tell me these 
two make the total up to four that have passed through their hands 
during the course of their long business connection here. Thompson, 
in his ‘ Birds of Ireland,’ says the Waxwing “is an occasional but rare 
winter visitor to Ireland,’’ and records its occurrence on three occasions 
near Belfast, twice about thirty years previous to 1849, and the other 
on Feb. 6th, 1835. 

P.S.—Since writing the above quite a large number of Waxwings 
have been obtained or seen in this district, and, strange to say, nearly 
all from Co. Antrim. Below I give a list of those sent to Belfast for 
preservation, and the dates on which they were obtained :— 


Nov. 6th. Two males from Toomebridge, Co. Antrim. 

Nov. 28th. Two males from Antrim, Co. Antrim. 

Dec. 2nd. One male from Larne, Co. Antrim. 

Dec. 5th. One female from Lisburn, Co. Antrim. 

Dec. 5th. One female from Aghalee, Co. Antrim. 

Dec. 8th. One female from Whitehead, Co. Antrim. 

Dec. 10th. One male and one female from Islandmagee, — 
Co. Antrim. 


In addition, I understand three have been sent to Messrs. Williams, 
the Dublin taxidermist—two shot near Lurgan, Co. Armagh, and one 
at Rathangan, as recorded in the ‘ Field’; also one seen near Galway 
on Nov. 7th. It is interesting to note this constitutes a record migra- 
tion as far as Ireland is concerned, as there are only two records for 
the north during the past forty years, namely, Feb. 28rd, 1898, one 
male shot at Ballinderry, Co. Antrim; Feb. 28rd, 1894, one male 
caught alive at Portaferry, Co. Down.—W. C. Wrieur (Belfast). 


Siskin breeding in the Co. Wicklow.—A young friend, formerly a 
parishioner of mine, found a pair of Siskins (Chrysomitris spinus) — 
breeding this year near Rathdrum, in the Co. Wicklow. He has 
written to me several particulars about the birds, which perhaps may 
prove of interest to others. Two nests were found, the first on May 
4th. This nest was taken on the 19th, and it then contained two eggs, 
one of which unfortunately was broken in the fall of the branch upon 
which the nest was built. He carefully measured the height of the 
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nest, and wrote saying it was 53 ft. from the ground, and about 15 ft. 
from the stem of thetree. He saw the bird taking moss from a Gold- 
finch’s as well as a Chaffinch’s nest. The second nest, like the first, 
was also found in a Scotch fir, in the topmost branches, 72 ft. from the 
ground. It was placed in a fork, and well hidden. The old birds were 
very fearless. Indeed, the hen bird was so tame that she went on the 
nest first found several times when he stopped shaking the bough. The 
second nest was less than two hundred yards distant from the first one. 
It also contained two eggs. He found it by watching the old bird 
stealing moss from a Chaffinch’s nest. He is almost certain that it 
belonged to the same pair of birds, as he discovered it only a few days 
later. When he found it on May 24th. this nest also contained two 
eggs, and the same number on the 27th. I have frequently seen 
Siskins about Portlaw—several times in small flocks in the surrounding 
woods during winter, and again in smaller numbers in spring. I have 
little doubt but that they breed in this neighbourhood, though I have 
never found the nest. I had never heard of the Siskin’s thieving pro- 
pensities until my young informant wrote me word. I may mention 
that he is a most accurate and careful observer, and while he lived in 
my parish gave me a good deal of help in natural history. Three 
years ago he brought me a large number of caterpillars and pup of 
Lithosia quadra, and showed me a great many larve feeding on lichens on 
oak, beech, and whitethorn. A most interesting and detailed account 
of the Siskin, its life-history, breeding habits, and distribution is given 
by Mr. Ussher in his ‘ Birds of Ireland.’ — Wittiam W. FLemyne 
(Coolfin, Portlaw, Co. Waterford). 


Nesting of the Lesser Redpoll in Somerset.—Clevedon, I think, 
may be added to the localities in Somerset in which the Lesser Red- 
poll (Linota rufescens) is known to breed. During the summers of 
1901-2 several pairs of Redpolls were observed about here, and were 
evidently breeding, and last spring there were again several pairs 
about; and on May 12th I found a nest nearly finished, which was 
built amongst ivy against the trunk of a fir-tree, and not more than 
five feet from the ground. No eggs were found in the nest before the 
17th, when it contained one; on the 20th, three; and on the 22nd, 
four—all that were laid. The young birds were hatched on June 2nd. 
The sitting bird allowed a very close inspection without quitting the 
nest.—H. Meyrick (Clevedon, Somerset). 


Cuckoo’s Note uttered while flying.— Some years ago (during 
1894) a number of notes by different writers appeared in ‘ The Zoolo- 
gist ’ with reference to the Cuckoo calling while on the wing. At the 

Zool, 4th ser. vol. VII., December, 1908. 2N 
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time it seemed to me to be a rather unusual occurrence, though several 
observers stated that they had noticed it not uncommonly. This year, 
however, I had a good opportunity of watching a Cuckoo at Tramore, 
in this county, and listened to it uttering its call while flying. On one 
day (June 4th) I heard it repeat ‘‘ cuckoo”’ no fewer than eight times 
during one continued flight, and shortly afterwards the bird called five 
times, also during one flight. Prof. Newton spells the bird’s name 
‘¢ Cuckow ”’ in the fourth edition of Yarrell’s ‘ British Birds,’ and in an 
account of the bird to be found in the last edition of the ‘ Encyclopedia 
Britannica,’ vol. vi. p. 685, he states that thus ‘‘ the word was formerly 
and more correctly spelt—changed without any apparent warrant ex- 
cept that accorded by custom, while some of the more scholarly 
English ornithologists, as Montagu and Jenyns, have kept the older 
form.” It seems.to me that there was good reason for altering the 
spelling to ‘‘ cuckoo.” The bird’s name admittedly was given to it on 
account of the note it utters, as is also the case with regard to other 
birds, e. g. Chiffchaff, Curlew, Hoopoe. I think that most observers 
will say that ‘‘ cuckoo” is nearer to the bird’s note than ‘‘ cuckow.’’— 
W. Fiemyne (Coolfin, Portlaw, Co. Waterford). 


White-tailed Eagle (Haliaétus albicilla).— On Nov. 12th I pur- 
chased, from Leadenhall Market, a White-tailed Eagle, which was said 
to have been shot in Scotland on Nov. 9th. The bird proved to be a 
female, and from its plumage was probably in its second year. On 
examination of the stomach and gizzard of the bird not a particle of 
anything could be found. This certainly seemed strange; but Morris, 
in his ‘ British Birds,’ vol. i. p. 10, states that “this species has the 
power of abstaining for a very long time from food. One has been 
known to have lived for four or five weeks in total-abstinence.” But I 
should doubt if this species would abstain from food in its native 
haunts, unless extremely hard pressed, which seems unlikely at this 
time of the year. The colour of this bird is as follows: the feathers 
of the head and neck are dark brown, tipped with light brown, the 
roots being white, those on the crown itself being of a darker brown 
than those of the neck; the throat is lighter than the neck, with more 
white showing; the breast-feathers are white at the base, shading 
into light reddish brown, and dark brown at the tips, giving it a some- 
what motley appearance ; the lower part of the body light brown, 
mottled with dark brown ; ‘the back reddish brown, becoming darker 
at the tips, the roots of the feathers being white ; the lower part of the 
back dark brown ; the tail different shades of brown and dirty white ; 
the under tail-coverts white, tipped with dark brown; the thighs 
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uniform dark brown ; wing-coverts dark brown; primaries very dark 
brown, almost black; secondaries very light brown, dark at the tips; 
legs and toes yellow; claws black; cere brown; iris brown. Is not 
this the plumage in which the bird is occasionally mistaken for the 
Golden Eagle, as stated by Mr. Stevenson in his ‘ Birds of Norfolk’ ? 
The bird was measured in the flesh on arrival, of which the dimensions 
are :—Length, 35 in. ; extent, 7 ft. 24 in. ; length of wing, 3 ft. 4 in. ; 
of tail, 18 in.; of bill, 23 in.; of tarsus, 4 in.; of toes, 24 in.; of 
claws, 14 in.; of head, 3} in.—D. A. Bannerman (1, Lansdowne Ter- 
race, Grand Parade, Eastbourne). 
[We saw this bird in Leadenhall Market before it was sold. It then 
had a small rabbit in its talons, so that it was evidently about to break 
its fast when killed. It has been reported as a Golden Eagle in a con- 
temporary.—Eb.] 


Osprey, Rough-legged Buzzards, Hen-Harrier, and Honey-Buzzard 
in Notts.—-During the first week in September a Honey-Buzzard was 
shot in Thieves Wood, near here; it was hard at work on a wasp’s 
nest. About the end of the second week in October an Osprey was 
killed when flying over the Trent at Gunthorpe. Two Rough-legged 
Buzzards, one trapped and one shot, about the same time in Rufford 
. Forest. I saw a Hen-Harrier (female) fly past me in the deer-paddock 
) here; a fine bird, and only about forty yards away. This was on 
| Nov. 3rd.--J. Wurraker (Rainworth Lodge, Notts). 


Snow-Goose (Chen hyperboreus) in Ireland.—A sportsman, whilst 
out after Wild Geese, which had arrived in large numbers on the bogs 
in Co. Longford on Oct. 28th, saw two Geese pitch in a stubble-field, 
and, creeping up, he shot both. He gave one to a friend, and, having 
never met a white Wild Goose before, he sent the bird to us for 
mounting. It proved to be a female Snow-Goose, in excellent plumage. 
Although we made prompt efforts to secure the other bird, it had 
reached the pot. He described it as dark in the plumage, and the 
same size. We presume it was an immature bird. — Wituiams & Son 
(2, Dame Street, Dublin). 


- _Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) in Cheshire.—On Nov. 
Ist, when watching the wildfowl on Tatton Mere, near Knutsford, 
I saw a Red-breasted Merganser with a little party of Great Crested 


P Grebes. Presently it drew away from the Grebes, and, swimming low 
2 in the water and at a great pace, made for a pool which is only con- 
; nected with the mere itself by a narrow gut. In this pool I found the 
3 bird diving for food close to the bank, and was able to get within 
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fifteen paces of it before it saw me. At such close quarters the 
vermiculated grey back, brown head and crest, red bill, large white 
wing-patch, and white under parts were, of course, plainly visible. 
The bird did not spring clear from the water as a Mallard does when 
alarmed, but, submerging its body almost entirely, swam out from the 
bank for some yards, then rose and pattered, Coot-fashion, along the 
surface for a short distance before getting fairly on the wing. The 
Goosanders which were at Tatton for several weeks in the winter of 
1902-8 used to behave in a similar way when suddenly alarmed. On 
returning to the mere I found that the Merganser had rejoined the 
Grebes, but it only remained with them for a few minutes, and then 
returned to its feeding place in the pool. Mr. T. A. Coward saw it 
fishing there two days later, and on the 7th we saw it in company of 
some Grebes in another part of the mere. On Nov. 14th, when we 
went to the mere with Mr. 8. G. Cummings, we saw the Merganser 
again; then, as on the previous days, it was generally alone, although 
it affected the company of the Grebes to some extent. It never con- 
sorted with the Mallards, of which there were some hundreds on the 
_ water, as the Goosanders used to do, but disregarded them entirely. 
We had abundant opportunities of comparing the birds with the 
Grebes when swimming, and with the Mallards when on the wing. 
It was noticeably smaller than either, a fact which, coupled with the 
character of its plumage, clearly showed that it was a female. The 
Red-breasted Merganser is not often seen on the Cheshire coast, and 


has not been previously noticed on any of the inland waters. — Cnas. 
(Knutsford). 


Little Crake (Porzana parva) in Co. Kildare.—A specimen of this 
bird was shot near Rathangan on Nov. 12th. The owner kept it rather 
long, as he was unaware of its rarity. As he happened to mention to 
us casually that he had shot a small water-hen, we asked for it to be 
sent without delay, and on arrival two days after, it proved to be a 
Little Crake, the second occurrence recorded of the capture of this 
species in Ireland, the first having heen shot near Balbriggan, Co. 
Dublin, in March, 1854.—Wituiams & Son (2, Dame Street, Dublin). 


Black Tern (Hydrochelidon nigra) in the Isle of Man.—-On Oct. 15th 

a bird of this species was shot by Mr. E. Turner on Langness (the 
Castletown Bay side). It is an immature specimen, with pure white 
under parts ; bill quite black, and the dark parts of the head and neck 
nearly so; the colours of the upper plumage in general also dark, but 
with some pale edges on the feathers of the mantle, wing-coverts, and 
outstanding patches on each side of the breast ; feet rather pale brown. 


a 
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This is the first recorded Manx occurrence of the Black Tern. — P. G. 
Rare (Castletown, Isle of Man). 


Gulls feeding. — When walking on the seaside at Ascog, Isle of 
Bute, in October, I saw a mature Herring-Gull dash into the water 
twice ; he was nearly under, and the third time went quite under, and 
came up with a crab, with which he flew to a rock hard by. The next 
day a large number of Kittiwakes were beating up wind close to sea, 
evidently over a shoal of fish; some just dipped their heads and necks 
under, others half their bodies, and one here and there went quite 
under. No doubt the fish were swimming at various depths. I 
watched them for some time; a pretty and interesting sight it was.— 
J. Wuiraxer (Rainworth Lodge, Notts). 


The Australian Emeu,—In ‘The Zoologist’ (ante, p. 81), Mr. 
Graham Renshaw gives a very interesting article on the extinct Black 
Emeu of Kangaroo Island, and the photograph is especially valuable ; . 
but he states that there are three species recognized as valid, namely, 
the Common Emeu (D. nova-holiandia), the extinct Black Emeu 
(D. ater), and the Spotted Emeu (D. irroratus); but if he had referred 
to my article in the ‘Emu,’ the organ of the Australasian Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union, entitled ‘‘ Emu Feathers,’’ vol. i. p. 6, he would have 
seen that the D. irroratus is not a species, nor even a subspecies, and, 
although I wrote the article two years ago, further specimens received 
since have but confirmed what I there stated; and that is, that there 
is only one Emeu in Australia, namely, D. nove-holiandia, and my 
friend Dr. Sclater also takes the same view.—D. Le Sover (Director, 
Zoological Gardens, Melbourne). 


Bird Notes from Shetland.— 
Repsreast (Erithacus rubecula).— Several seen on May 4th and 
following days. 
Buacksirp (Turdus merula).—First nest with four eggs found May 
8rd. 


Rixe-Dove (Columba palumbus).——One, first seen at Halligarth, May 
10th; last seen, May 25th. One shot at Halligarth, Oct. 20th. 

Swirt (Cypselus apus).—One seen at Baltasound, May 25th ; wind 
W., strong. 

‘Mannix (Chelidon wu _,.—-Kight seen at Baltasound, May 25th. 

Cuckoo (Cuculus iaawen: —Once seen at Mailland, May 28th. 

Gannet (Sula bassana).--One caught alive at Norwich by a woman 
on May 28th. The bird had ventured up a narrow stream, and, being 
unable to rise for want of room, was easily captured by the woman, 
who threw her jacket over it. 
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Tree-Sparrow (Passer montanus).——For several years I have believed 
that the Tree-Sparrow has nested here, having seen it under circum- 
stances which allowed of little doubt that such was the case. At last 
my watching has led to a satisfactory result, for on June 18th I found 
a nest with five eggs. The nest was built into a hole in the south wall 
of the family burial-ground, which adjoins the garden at Halligarth ; 
it was composed externally of grass and some rootlets, and was lined 
with feathers of gulls, hens, crows, &c., and a little black horsehair. 
It was altogether a more tidy, or rather less untidy, structure than the 
nest of the House-Sparrow. I cannot claim the credit of being the 
first observer to report the occurrence of the Tree-Sparrow in Shetland 
during the breeding season, though I do not think the nest or eggs 
have been found and identified before. 

Great Nortuern Diver (Colymbus glacialis). —- A fine specimen (a 
male) was brought to me alive on July 10th. A fisher-lad had caught 
it sitting on a rock at the mouth of the harbour of Baltasound ; it 
seemed in a very exhausted condition. The lad said the bird was “ sit- 
ting on its stomach,”’ and tried to scramble to the sea, shuffling along 
with its breast close to the ground. I kept the bird for some time, but 
never once saw it assume an erect attitude. | 

CrossBiLL (Lovia curvirostra).—Four seen on July 19th. Many 
others seen from Oct. 5th to the end of that month. 

Wryyeck (lynx torquilla).— One (a male) caught alive at Harolds- 
wick on Sept. 2nd, and brought to me. The bird was in fine plumage, 
and in good condition, though, when I opened the stomach, it was 
empty. ‘The bird weighed 362 grains. Though several captures and 
occurrences have been reported for Shetland, this is the first Wryneck 
I have seen since August, 1884, when my brother shot one in front of 
this house. | 

Great Sporrep WooppeckER (Dendrocopus major).—One shot Sept. 
17th, and another caught alive same day; both at west side of this 
island. | 

Bak-TAILED Gopwit (Limosa lapponica).—One shot Sept. 21st. 

Great Grey Suaike (Lanius excubitor).—On Oct. 15th my mother 
called me to see what she thought was a Great Grey Shrike, which 
was devouring a Robin which it had hung up on a black-currant bush. 
I arrived in time to catch a glimpse of the bird, and to see the remains 
of its feast. The bird flew into the shrubbery at Halligarth. On Oct. 
19th and 20th I saw presumably the same bird in and about the 
shrubbery; there was no doubt as to its identity. I fired at it on 
the latter date, but the killing power of my walking-stick gun was not 
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great enough, for it only wavered in its flight for a moment after 
being struck, and disappeared. I never saw it again.—T. Epmonp- 
ston Saxby (Halligarth, Baltasound, Shetland). 


Early Autumn Notes in — in the Neighbourhood of 
Witney, 1903.— 

Sept 17th.—* ‘*A nest of the built against the 
cornice of Mr. H. C. Habgood’s house, containing young ones, who 
took their departure a few dayslater.”” ‘‘ At Ducklington observed two 
more nests of Chelidon urbica, built in the usual manner under the 
stone-slated eaves of a cottage, and containing young ones, to whom 
the parents kept flying with food.” ‘‘ Surely this is very late ?”’ 

In the meadows :—‘‘ Put up a covey of three Partridges (Perdia 
cinerea) in the grass.’’ A poor apology for a covey, but the birds have 
had a bad time of it this year. ‘‘ Two Ring-Doves flew out of a moun- 
tain-ash, but there appeared to be no berries at all.” ‘1 have never 
seen more Lapwings than to-day in the meadows between Ducklington 
and Witney. In the breeding season there would not be more than 
about twenty pairs, but no doubt at this time of year they are further 
augmented by migrants from the north; at any rate, there were 
several hundred there to-day, and, although so many, they were less 
clamorous than one-quarter of that number would be in the breeding 
time.” ‘‘ When taking to flight it seemed that the leader would utter 
the well-known ‘pee-wit’ cry, and the remainder would immediately 
and noiselessly follow.” ‘‘ When on the wing their flight is rather 
peculiar.” ‘‘ Each individual flies as though he were suspended on a 
wire, and keeps bobbing (hardly the word) up and down ; ‘ vacillating’ 
does not describe it, neither does ‘undulating.’” ‘ Lapwing’s beak- 
marks noticeable in the soft marshy ground, which is more swampy 
than usual owing to recent flooding.” 

Sept. 18th.—*‘ Cloudless sky in morning and heavy dew.”’ ‘‘ Thrushes 
feeding on slugs on cabbage-leaves.”’ 

Sept. 19th.—** Martins still in nest at Ducklington, and many Lap- 
wings in the meadows.”’ | 
| Sept. 22nd.— Weather muggy and oppressive; no sun, and little 

rain; white mist from the meadows.’ Mr. Habgood has an excellent 
garden, extending from the back of his house some five hundred yards 
down to the River Windrush. MHere the prospect is exceedingly 
pleasing. There is a grove of willows and black poplars growing on 


* Portions in inverted commas taken direct from note-book, as noted on 
the spot. 
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the river-bank. The terrible storm of Aug. 10th brought down one 
magnificent example, which lay obliquely across the turbid stream, and 
the fallen trunk lent itself admirably as a capital place from which to 
make observations and notes. ‘‘ Many Robins in copse by riverside, 
singing nicely.” ‘‘One uttering the note (anxiety ?), rather like two 
stones chinking together, affects a wire-fence, somewhat after the 
fashion of the Flycatcher ; all this as it grows dusk ; cannot hear any 
other birds than Robins.” 

Sept. 23rd.—‘* Walking home from Stanton Harcourt, saw a Barn- 
Owl hawking about the hedgerows. It was almost quite dark at 
6.30 p.m.”’ “ Heard Peewits calling, and was just able on two or 
three occasions to see a flock flying over our heads.”’ ‘I think they 
must be a little nocturnal in habits.’ The Limicoline birds have, 
generally speaking, large eyes, a feature that at once stamps them as 
being more or less nocturnal in habits. 

Sept. 25th.— Watching Pied Wagtail in meadow opposite bottom 
of garden. It did not once capture an insect on the wing, and only 
took to wing when it at last flew away on its own accord.’”’ ‘ Several 
times it hopped.’’ This hopping was not like the Sparrow’s familiar hop; 
I should rather have written ‘‘jump.’’ The meadow was studded with 
mole-hills, and in the course of its perambulations—in true Wagtail 
fashion—the little creature on several occasions found itself at the 
top of one of these mounds, and probably, when spying an insect, 
jumped rather than hopped towards it, but on no such occasion were 
the wings brought into use. ‘* Watching a troupe of Bullfinches (six) 
engaged on a row of sweet-peas, but, on examining the place, found 
no evidence of their having attacked the pods ; they had confined their 
attentions to picking out the seeds of the sow-thistle, several speci-. 
mens of which were growing close at hand.” ‘Robins in good 
song.” | | 

Sept. 26th.—‘ Large flocks of Peewits in the Minster Meadows.” 
‘‘ Arrived at Minster Ruins at 3.50 p.m.; saw and heard many Jack- 
_daws.” ‘ After walking down the village to an inn for refreshment, 
returned to the ruins at 4.80 p.m., and there were no Jackdaws to be 
seen or heard.” ‘ Have they probably gone off to seek food?’’ ‘ Not 
five minutes after noting this I hear distant chatterings, and right 
away over the hills I see two huge flocks of Daws, wheeling, sweeping, 
dividing into companies and rejoining—quite like organized man- 
ceuvring.” ‘*QOne flock splits in two; one part falls towards the 
ground, like a shower of large black hailstones; the other circles round 


and round, now almost invisible, now quite apparent.” ‘‘ Two Herons 
uttering their harsh cry.’’ 


. 
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The Sky-Lark was singing one day (the date is not forthcoming), 
and this is the only time I heard it. Such birds as the Song-Thrush, 
Blackbird, and Great Tit, who may, as a rule, be heard to resume their 
notes about this time of the year, were silent. 

Notes on some late Nests.-At the beginning of this note I made 
reference to the late nesting of the House-Martin, and queried my 
observation, ‘‘ Surely this is very late?’’ On looking up old notes, I 
find no entries of birds nesting so late in the year, except the Doves, 
but no doubt cases often occur; but it is not often that I have been in 
the country in the month of September. Thinking, however, that 
some concise notes on late nesting may prove interesting, I will venture 
to record them. The instances as quoted are not all from personal 
observation, but at the same time I may say they are on good authority. 

August nests in the county of Oxfordshire, more particularly the 
district in the neighbourhood of Witney :-- 

Turdus musicus.--Nest with young. 

Erithacus rubecula.—Nest with five eggs. 

Sylvia cinerea.— With ‘‘ chipping” eggs or young. | 

Acrocephalus streperus.—Once. The nest built in the usual way 
among the reed-stems on the River Isis, and containing three eggs. 

dccentor modularis.—Nest with three eggs. 

Motacilla lugubris.—Nest with young. 

Anthus pratensis.—Nest with young. 


Chelidon urbica.—A great many instances of their nests containing © 


eggs, or young ones “‘ cheeping "’ and clamouring for food. 

Carduelis elegans.— Twice ; ; one nest with four, the other with five, 
eggs. 

Ligurinus chloris.—Many nests, with contents varying from slightly 
incubated eggs}to young ones. 

Passer domesticus.--Once with five eggs. 

P. montanus.—One nest with five eggs, and another with one. 

Emberiza miliaria.--Once only with young. 

E. citrinella.—More instances than any, varying from apparently 
fresh eggs to young about to fly. The most curious nest of this species 
I have ever seen, and found early in August. It was situated about 
ten or twelve feet from the ground, built into a hollow in the “ roof” 
of a haystack; the hen bird was entirely unsheltered as she sat. 

E. scheniclus.——One nest with three eggs. 

Corvus monedula. --Have repeatedly seen this species, apparently 
nesting late, but have not verified it. 

Cw frugilegus. — Not often occurring. The proof has generally 
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been as a result of an early gale, when the young Rooks have been 
blown out of their nests. | 

Alauda arvensis.—- Young just leaving the nest. : 

Coturnix communis.--A nest with nine eggs in field of ees 
barley, and laid bare by the harvesters. 

Crex pratensis.--On two or three occasions with eggs and young. 

Podicipes minor.--Once with three eggs, as. yet unstained, and 
therefore probably fresh. 

Of .the foregoing it may be noted that the Common Whitethroat, 
the Reed-Warbler, the House-Martin, the Quail, and the Landrail are 
birds that are eminent migrants, and it would be interesting to know 
—-supposing the various broods are successfully reared—-what happens 
to them. Do they migrate when fully developed, or do they, before 
becoming strong enough to undertake their arduous journeys, become 
victims to first frosts of early autumn ?--E. F. M. Ens. 


INSECTA. 


Note on the Habits of a South African Species of Rhynchota 
_ (Henicocephalus sp.).—‘‘ When I first collected the specimens I send 
you, I placed them in a small narrow glass tube. After I had thus 
secured three specimens (two males and one female) I noticed what 
seemed to be an intense struggle going on in the tube. After watching 
the contest for a while I saw one manage to insert its rostrum into the 
sternum of the other, which I thought settled the question of these 
insects being not only predaceous, but cannibals as well! Imagine my 
surprise, after less than a minute, to see the injured male become 
paralysed, and only just able to occasionally move its legs, while the 
victorious one proudly marched over him and paid his respects to the 
female. After a short time they were again a happy family, for the 
vanquished male was slowly recovering, and apparently quite willing 
to play a subordinate part.’’— C. W. Matty (Assist. Entomologist, 
Dept. of Agriculture, Cape Town). 
[The above extract from a letter I received from Mr. Mally affords 

interesting information on the habits of a very small family of Hetero- 
_pterous Rhynchota allied to the Reduviide. The species is probably 
an undescribed one, but at present it is impossible to compare it with 
the type of another South African species, which is not to be seen in 
this country.—Ep.] 


Verlusia rhombea in Lincolnshire. — Whilst at Mablethorpe in 
August, 1908, Mr. C. S. Carter, M. C. 8. Curator, Louth Ant. and Nat. 
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Soc., and myself obtained an immature specimen of this ‘‘ air’’ bug. 
A specimen was captured at the same place in 1901, and it was then 
regarded as a visitor, all the localities previously given, I believe, being 
south of London; but this second authentic occurrence goes to prove 
that it was not a ‘‘visitor,” but a ‘“native.””— W. Percrvat 
(5, Glenferrie Road, St. Albans, Herts). 


APPLIED ZOOLOGY. 


I wave received a letter from Dr. E. F. Bashford, Superintendent of 
the Cancer Research under the direction of the Royal Colleges of 
Physicians and of Surgeons. He tells me it would very materially 
assist the work of the Cancer Commission if they would collect material 
of the nature of malignant or pathological growths from the lower 
Vertebrates, and, if it exists, from Invertebrates. Cysts or tumours 
caused by Nematodes, Trematodes, or Cestodes are not required, but 
any tumour of unknown origin, if sent to London, would be carefully 
investigated at the Cancer Research Laboratory, and might prove of 
real value in the enquiry. Such specimens, whether already preserved 
or fresh, should be placed in weak formalin, and forwarded by post to 
the ‘‘ Director, Cancer Research Fund, Examination Hall, Victoria 
Embankment, London, W.C.” Pathological material of this kind is 
of special importance if found in Amphibia, or in Fishes, or in Inverte- 
brates, or in embryos generally. I understand that the Cancer Com- 
mission in Berlin have already received much useful material from the 
various Zoological Laboratories in Germany, and it would greatly 
assist the work of the Cancer Research Fund in this country if similar 
supplies could reach them from our British institutions.—A. E. Suipetey 
(The Museums, Cambridge). 
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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 


Pictures of Bird Life on Woodland, Meadow, Mountain, and 
Marsh. By 2. B. Lover. S.H. Bousfield & Co., Lim. 


Tue sacredness of animal life, always an axiom in old Indian 
philosophy, is rapidly permeating Western thought. It is even | 
probable that at some near future the battue of the wealthy 
sportsman may, like the millions of the successful financier, be 
relegated to the domain of vulgarity. But that will not occur in 
our time, though it is certain that even now the trend of public 
opinion is in that direction. The happy days we have passed in 
killing game and procuring zoological specimens give sometimes 
a less roseate reminiscence, and promote somewhat regretful 
reflections. In ornithology the camera is now frequently carried 
in place of the once indispensable gun, and if the last can be less 
used, and the former come into greater vogue, ornithologists as 


a class will not regret the changed conditions. 


Mr. Lodge, in this charming book, has one great acquisition 
which generally takes a reader captive. He is absolutely 
enthusiastic on his subject, and we imbibe this spirit as we 
follow, not so much his pages, as the actual scenes and adven- 
tures which he describes. Moreover, he is in the unique position 
of an author whose statements must be accepted, as they are 
attested by the photographs from life which form the material of 
the many beautiful and frequently most instructive illustrations. 
We are thus beyond the art of the taxidermist, and no longer 
studying the attitude of the prisoner in the aviary, but seeing © 
wild birds as they appear in their natural surroundings. Their 
pose is also generally quite undisturbed, for the reader must 
learn for himself the many ingenious devices that have been 
invented for the action of invisible photography. Where a bird 
once lost its liberty in a trap, it now only unwittingly provides 
an object for the camera. The subject of nidification now again 
opens a new field for work, the egg-collector becomes only more 


_or less a pioneer, and we are awaiting photos of many nests in 


their natural environment, and with the parent bird or birds in 
attendance. A new world to conquer has arisen; the camera 
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now accompanies the travelling zoologist—it will often be his 
only weapon. ‘ The Camera on the Amazons,’ ‘ The Naturalist 
Photographer in the Malayan Archipelago,’ will be books to sup- 
plement the delightful volumes of Bates and Wallace. 

These are probably some of the conclusions which will strike 
most readers of this real bird-book. 


The Vertebrate Fauna of “ Dee.” By Groreer Sim, A.L.S. 
Aberdeen: D. Wyllie & Son. 


THE opening paragraph to the author’s preface well describes 
this volume: ‘‘ Many changes have occurred in ‘ Dee’ since 1855, 
the date of issue of the Natural History of Deeside and Braemar, 
written by the late highly talented Dr. MacGillivray. The 
following pages are the result of observations made during the 
past forty years, which, it is hoped, will bring those changes into 
view, and the state of our Fauna up to date.” 

The introduction describes the beautiful ‘‘ Dee,’’ which com- 
prises the greater part of the counties of Aberdeen and Kincar- 
dine; and what old associations arise in connection! As we read 
of the red sandstone cliffs, we think of Hugh Miller; while 
did not Smiles introduce the world to Thomas Edward, to 
whom Scotland proved a good but hard parent? These names 
are excluded from no faunistic area, they belong to all North 
Britain. That there are still good observers, unknown to fame 
or notoriety, is proved by the many references in Mr. Sim’s 
volume, especially in connection with birds and mammals, to 
information afforded by foresters and keepers. 

Mr. Sim has spared no pains in collecting all available in- 
formation, which he has well analysed and selected for his pages. 
In Reptilia, the Hawks-bill Turtle (Chelonia imbricata) finds a 
place on the authority of two specimens taken in Salmon-nets. 

A very welcome and valuable section is devoted to the 
‘‘ Fishes of the East Coast from Wick to Firth of Forth.” The 
Bonito (Thynnus pelamys) is included, a specimen having been 
caught at Kirkside in 1859, which is now in Montrose Museum ; 
the Salmon is treated in an excellently condensed and thorough 
manner; the Grayling (Thymallus vulgaris) seems a somewhat 
unauthenticated inclusion ; the Loach (Nemachetlus barbatula) 
is, as Mr. Sim allows, enumerated on somewhat insufficient 
evidence. Of the Sandy Ray (Raia radula), Mr. Sim states he 


470 THE ZOOLOGIST. 


kept a daily record of all the examples that were brought into 
Aberdeen Market from May 7th, 1892, to July 5th, 1895, “‘ and 
within that period 2865 females stood against only 123 males.”’ 

The illustrations are not numerous, but very effective, espe- 
cially those depicting Scottish scenery. _ 


Animal Studies: a Text-book of Elementary Zoology for use in 
‘High Schools and Colleges. By Davin Srarr Jorpan, 
VERNON Lyman KELLOGG, and Harotp Hearn. D. Apple- 

ton & Co. 


Tuts small volume takes a rapid survey of animal life under 
the different subject-matters of the morphologist, the physiolo- 
gist, and the ecologist, and it contains chapters on those various 
questions which have been prompted during the last fifty years 
by an ever-increasing evolutionary conception of zoology. With 
the ordinary descriptions of the principal features of animal 
existence, the ground traversed has been already somewhat amply 
surveyed ; the originality consists in placing in an elementary 
book, discussions on subjects which have a far-reaching philo- 
sophical import. Thus the contrast between the apparent and 
- actual death of a species is very suggestive, and likely to stimu- 
late the ideas of a pupil on this subject. Protective resemblance 
and mimicry are of course to the front, but the case is not 
strengthened by the reproduction of an old but erroneous illus- 
tration. The Kallima, or leaf-butterfly, is again figured resting 
with its head uppermost, whereas it is now generally known to 
rest in a different position, head downwards, ‘like a dead leaf 
hanging by its stalk.” Instinct and reason are discussed on 
somewhat generally accepted but antique lines, though the 
- student may perhaps gather that these two attributes can be 
little more definitely separated, than can primitive forms of 
animals and plants, as the authors have ably demonstrated at 
the commencement of the volume. 


Birds’ Eggs of the British Isles. Collated by AnTHUR G. BuTLer, 
Ph.D., &c. Illustrated by F. W. Frouawk, M.B.O.U. 
Brumby & Clarke, Lim. 


WE are given the following particulars as to the genesis of 
this publication. After the production of ‘ British Birds, with 
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their Nests and Eggs,’ the publishers were repeatedly asked to 
issue the coloured plates of eggs, with appropriate letterpress, 
separately. “It was urged that a comprehensive book of this 
kind, published at a reasonable price, would be most acceptable 
as a school prize or birthday gift, to encourage a taste for the 
‘pursuit of Natural History in the youth of Great Britain and 
Ireland.” 

The volume, as collated by Dr. Butler, thoroughly fulfils its 
aim and mission. If it cannot be altogether considered a new 
book, it is certainly a new edition of a special part of the larger 
publication ; the eggs are beautifully drawn and coloured, and 
the book is of convenient size for reference. 


On the Birds of Fernando Po. By Boyp ALEXANDER, F.Z.S. 
Reprinted from ‘ The Ibis,’ July, 1903. 


WE have to thank the author for sending us a separately 
bound copy of this excellently written and illustrated contribu- 
tion to Ethiopian ornithology. As most of our ornithological 
readers are also conversant with their ‘Ibis,’ we need scarcely 
say more than that, and, as the author remarks, “the rich fauna 
of Fernando Po supports the theory that this island at one time 
formed part of the mainland. A large proportion of the birds 
are West African, while many species of its plants have been 
found to occur in the highlands of Abyssinia.” | 


Edmondston's Flora of Shetland. ‘Second edition. Edited and 
revised by C. F. Arcytn Saxsy, F.S. Sc. Oliphant, 
Anderson, & Ferrier. 


ALTHOUGH this little book is devoted to botany, it will be 
neglected by few naturalists who visit Shetland; our readers will 
also find much of interest in Mrs. Jessie N. E. Saxby’s compila- 
tion from the published life of her brother Thomas Edmonston, 
its original author, and a contributor to the earliest volumes of 
‘The Zoologist.’ It is seldom that natural history can claim 
two names in one family, as can be done with those of Edmond- 
ston and Saxby. The small volume has been, in its classificatory 
features, faithfully edited and revised by C. F. A. Saxby, brother 
of our present well-known contributor. 
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OBITUARY. 


As we go to Press, the news of the death of Hersert Spencer has 
caused the deepest regret in all intelligent circles throughout the 
world. A great intelligence, a just mind, and a truly humane man, 
have passed from us in his person. His influence on Zoology has 
been very considerable, and one who has watched it for fifty years 
has promised to write an appreciation of the same in our next 


(January) issue. 


21 DE 1903 
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ANIMAL LIFE: 
A FIRST BOOK OF ZOOLOGY. 


By DAYID STARR JORDAN, Ph.D., LL.D., & VERNON L. KELLOGG, M.S. 


In one small octavo volume of 329 pages, with 180 beautiful illustrations, 


— of which are full-page. Handsomely bound in extra cloth. Price — 
. net, 


‘Since the publication of Semper’s ‘Animal Life,’ we know of no book 
that has surveyed the field of animal bionomics as this volume.”—Zoologist. 


‘‘One of the most readable of natural history books that have recently 
appeared.” —Science Gossip. 
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‘A SECOND BOOK OF ZOOLOGY. 
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ZEALAND 
MOTHS & BUTTERELIES 


(Macro-Lepidoptera). 


Royal 4to, with Two Plain and Eleven Coloured Plates, containing upwards 
of 500 Figures. Cloth, bevelled boards, gilt tops. Price 25s. net. 


By G. V. HUDSON, F.E.S. 
Author of ‘An Elementary Manual of New Zealand Entomology.’ 


A descriptive account of the various species is given, the arrangement followed 
being that of Mr. E. Meyrick, in his recent ‘ Handbook of British Lepidoptera.’ 
A full account of the transformation of each species is also given wherever known, 
many life-histories recently discovered by the author being now published for the 
first time. 

The striking variations in colouring of some of the New Zealand Moths are 
very fully described and illustrated—in some instances as many as nine figures 
being given of one species. The figures have all been drawn from nature by the 
Author. Two hundred and thirty-four species are described in this work. With 
very few exceptions these are represented on the Plates, and by far the greater 

rtion are figured for the first time. 7 7 
n addition to a very large number of original observations, this work containe, 
it is believed, a summary of the most important facts yet published in connection 
with the study of the larger species of New Zealand Moths and Butterflies. This 
work is the result of many years’ investigation in the forests and mountains of this 
beautiful and interesting country. | 
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NATURAL HISTORY SALE. 


Including a very fine Collection of BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA | 
formed by the late Mr. WILLIAMSON. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 27th, at 12.30. 
MRE: J.C. STEVENS will offer, at his Rooms, 38, King 


Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C., an important Catalogue of 
Natural History Specimens, including the choice and well-selected Collection 
formed by the late Mr. Wittiamson, containing long series of the rarer 
species, and many fine varieties; also the Cabinets in which they are con- 
tained, and a number of series recently added and arranged in store-boxes. 
Also other fine series of Lepidoptera in fine condition. 

Splendid Specimens of Heads and Horns of Animals, mounted and 
unmounted ; Lion and Tiger Skins, and other fine dressed skins. Some 
fine lots of Exotic Birds’ Eggs, and many lots of Natural History objects 
suitable for Collectors, and scientific purposes. | 

_ On view, Monday, January 26th, and morning of Sale. Catalogues 
on application. 
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Taxidermy of the highest class. Birds or Animals skinned, stuffed, and cased. 
Heads, Horns, &c., mounted for trophies. Rugs made up, &c. 
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N B.—-Mr. Marsden’s business was entirely removed from Gloucester in 1889. 


WATKINS & DONCASTER. 


Manufacturers of Natural History Apparatus, 
Cabinets, Store-Boxes, &c. 

A large stock of Insects, Birds’ Eggs, &c. (British, Kuropean and Exotic), 
List of clutches on application. Climbing Irons, best steel, with straps 
complete, 5s. per pair. Brass Blowpipes, 4d. and 6d. each. Drills, 2d., 
8d., and 9d. each. Label Lists of every description. New Preservative 
Soap, non-poisonous, ls. per box; 8s. 6d. per lb. Taxidermists’ Tools. 
Artificial Eyes, Leaves, Grass, &c. ‘l'axidermy in all its branches. Price 
List (96 pp.) post free. 7 


36, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. (only address). 


BOTANICAL DRYING PAPER 
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Preserves form and colour in the best possible manner, and seldom, if ever, 
requires change of sheets whilst the plants are being dried ; it is stout and durable. 
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M.A., F.L.S. Mr. Kiissner’s British East African Plants.—III. Asclepiadacea, by 
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: ME: J.C. STEVENS will offer at his Rooms, 38, King 
| Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.: The Second 
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shot specimens of the various kinds of Wild Geese, with date 
and locality, are requested to communicate with Mr. F. H. 
aabibaicin 14, Grosvenor Road, Watford. Good prices given. 
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